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Ideas and Insight

Incorporating Music Into the Classroom

Elementary

Bringing music into the elementary classroom can be a
positive experience for a number of reasons: to indicate
transitions, routines, and brain breaks. Platforms like Go
Noodle and YouTube Kids have channels geared to get

Music in the ELA Classroom

Literature is an art form that can lead its readers to change
moods and to feel emotions along with characters from a
text. But, literature is not the only art form that can be brought
into the English Language Arts classroom; music is another
form of art that teachers can utilize to engage even the most
reluctant students.

Music has been a large part of the human experience for
people of all ages for centuries. We know that art and music
programs in our schools are one aspect that keeps students
coming back to school year after year. When we miss the
opportunity to bring music into the ELA classroom, we are
missing out on the opportunity to highlight the passions of
students who may not always feel at home in the academic
classroom.

This #INspirEDlit newsletter is going to provide ideas for how
to incorporate music into the ELA classroom at both the
elementary and secondary level.

https://app.gonoodle.com/
https://www.youtube.com/intl/ALL_us/kids/
https://s.smore.com/u/40501eb577335101ebf8ce55ca7affa3.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/2b83b56348ada910e103bd9d3dd38099.jpg


students moving, relaxed, or learning through music. Here we will explore a few ideas of how
music can be incorporated into your instruction.

Rhythms During Reading Instruction
Clapping, snapping, tapping, whistling, humming, and stomping are great ways to make music.
Curriculums like Michael Heggarty’s Phonemic Awareness incorporate movement and rhythm
as part of the daily practice.

Jingles in Persuasive Writing
Commercial jingles are a great way to show how persuasive writing can occur in many genres
and in many modalities. For example, if you hear the phrase “Give me a break”, you may
imagine a KitKat candy bar. Students can analyze a jingle just like you might analyze an article
or review. After analysis, students can write their own persuasive jingle.

Music During Writing
Playing music while students are writing can help them focus. It can be tricky to come to the
optimal experience with the right mix, songs, or volume of music; but, research shows some
types of music, like classical or nature sounds, can calm students and allow them to relax and
write at their best.

Want to read more ideas? Read these articles below.
8 Ways to Use Music in the ELA Classroom
Music in the Classroom

Secondary

The photo on the right is a common sight in secondary
schools. Students are constantly plugged into the music they
can access directly from their phones. Their headphones are
basically an additional appendage of which they cannot
function without. It only makes sense to capitalize on their
passion for music and bring it directly into the classroom
learning experience.

Ignite a Passion for Poetry
Poetry is often a topic that students moan over when they
learn is it going to be covered in the classroom. They think
that poetry is boring or that it is only written by authors from way back in the past. We can
change this perspective by showing students how music is poetry set to rhythm. We can apply
all of the same academic language of rhyme scheme, stanzas, imagery, tone, etc. to the
evaluation of music as we would to poetry. Teachers can utilize popular songs that students
are familiar with to teach the basic elements of poetry and then ask students to choose their
favorite song to annotate and analyze for those elements on their own. Lastly, ensure students
have an opportunity to write and perform (if they choose) their own creative piece of poetry.
Often times our least engaged students can light up when given the opportunity to create and
perform. Allow students to set their poetry to music and use it as a song. View the video

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/using-music-strategies-language-arts-classroom-heather-wolpert-gawron
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/music-classroom/
https://s.smore.com/u/66d0ee9a9472b3f1d26ab153f0341bd6.jpg


posted below to see an example of how poetry, when performed, can drastically change the
way an audience can feel the power of words.

Checks for Understanding
Create an assignment where students choose a song or create a playlist for a character in a
book that is being taught in the classroom. Asking students to complete this task will require
them to apply their understanding of a character and that character's motivations. Students
will enjoy the opportunity to bring in their favorite songs and apply them to a character who
may be from hundreds of years ago to modern day, but the process is still the same. This
activity also allows the teacher to get to know their students on a more personal level by
seeing the type of music they listen to. After students have developed the playlist or chosen
the song, students can write an analysis of why they chose that particular music. They should
be asked to draw evidence from both the text and the songs to demonstrate their
understanding of the character.

Address Social Justice Issues
Music has always been an outlet for artists to share their feelings about issues taking place
around the world. We have seen this in every major movement in history: the Vietnam War, the
War in Iraq, women's inequality, Black Lives Matter, just to name a few. You can use music as
a way to bridge conversations about these issues through the inclusion and analysis of music.
Ask students to study to the song in its entirety: words, sounds, and music videos (if
applicable). Encourage students to identify the author (musician's) position that is being
stated in the song. Ask students to identify the nuance between what is being implied versus
explicitly stated. Ask students to evaluate word choice and how it impacts the tone and mood
of the song. These tasks are just a few examples of how to incorporate the Indiana Academic
Standards into this analysis of music.

List of songs that are great for bringing social justice issues into the conversation:
Marvin Gay - "What's Going On?"
Macklemore - "Same Love"
Donald Glover - "This is America"
Taylor Swift - "The Man"
Miguel - "Now"
H.E.R. - "I Can't Breathe"



Book Suggestions

Early Learning
ELA Song
Sources
Want to combine movement
with ELA concepts? Check out
Harry Kindergarten or The
Learning Station for a variety of
songs that combine ELA skills.

GoNoodle ELA
Practice
Give students a wiggle break
during ELA lessons while
staying in a learning mindset.
Your class will love these
GoNoodle ELA focused
activities and forget they are
even practicing important
reading, spelling and
vocabulary skills!

15 Songs for the
Secondary ELA
Classroom
Want to expose students to
new songs, or make them think
about old songs in a completely
new way? Using music in the
classroom is a great way to
engage students, so here are
some songs to use in ELA, and
some ways to use them.

Literacy Updates from IDOE

Anis Mojgani performs Shake the Dust at HEAVY AND LIGHT.

Since we are focusing on the concept of utilizing music in the ELA classroom, this month we
thought it would be fun to include online platforms where students can express themselves
through music while adding movement.

https://www.youtube.com/user/HarryKindergarten
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheLearningStation
https://www.gonoodle.com/blog/5-brain-breaks-perfect-for-ela-practice/
https://teachnouvelle.com/15-songs-to-use-in-ela/
https://s.smore.com/u/d0cf6d136ecf98ef30161d065590999a.png
https://s.smore.com/u/7e2352d708c14c166d271e65eed53e8c.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/c4b6d4cf9feff5fbfc9a077c3646241e.jpg


Professional Development Opportunities

IDOE Offerings
The Literacy Team has created professional development
opportunities for educators. We are offering professional
development that takes into consideration current cultural and
educational challenges. We have released the following
recorded sessions via IDOE's literacy professional
development page:

The Writing Revolution - Digital Resources and Writing
with Distance Learning (K-12)
The Five Components of Reading with Support to teach them Digitally (K-12)
Facilitating a 90-Minute Reading Block Digitally (K-5)
Structured Literacy/Recommended Approaches for Struggling Readers in a Digital Setting
(K-12) (Coming Soon!)
Utilizing Literature Circles to increase Student Reading Opportunities (6-12)

Survey for Instructional Support

Please share your thoughts in this short survey below to help the IDOE Teaching and Learning
Team provide the most relevant support to you and the �eld.

Math

ELA/Literacy

Social Studies

Suppo� Survey
IDOE has created a Re-entry Resources page for educators and families 
(https://www.doe.in.gov/covid-19/re-entry-resources). In addition to this, the 
Teaching and Learning Team would like to know how we can best support your 
instructional needs during this time.

* Required

I need additional instructional supports in *

https://www.doe.in.gov/standards/literacy-professional-development
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.doe.in.gov/covid-19/re-entry-resources&sa=D&ust=1604346732848000&usg=AFQjCNHqDlU2-Ww0T0qLIUEkiW3qYK5V0w
https://s.smore.com/u/c2e63ffef072ee80a50e1abda9e4f960.jpg


Literature Roundtables for Secondary ELA teachers
Come together with IDOE Secondary ELA and Literacy Specialist, Kelly Waller, to share ideas
of how teachers implement commonly taught novels into their classrooms. These books are
being taught all across the state and we can all learn from one another by sharing!
Participants will join the Literature Round Table to share their experiences with teaching these
novels and will be asked to share and explain strategies they have found to be successful with
students. We will address the multiple topics for each novel:

Big ideas/Essential questions
Standards alignment
Vocabulary from the text
Most effective lessons/strategies
Assessment types
Making content culturally responsive

Links to join
The Great Gatsby discussion on November 2 at 4:00-5:00 p.m. EST
https://tinyurl.com/yyfsqsjj
To Kill a Mockingbird discussion on November 9 at 4:00-5:00 p.m. EST
https://tinyurl.com/y3c3pp4w

Partnership for Inquiry Learning
The Indiana Department of Education has partnered with a team of literacy and math
educational coaches and specialists from the Partnership for Inquiry Learning to provide
content to assist educators in understanding and applying select Indiana Academic Standards
in grades 2-5. Each standard is accompanied by a one page description of the vertical
articulation of each standard or concept, a brief overview video introducing the standard, and
grade-speci�c videos demonstrating strategies to effectively teach each goal.

Click here to access the resources: https://tinyurl.com/y2rs4vlv

Family Tip Sheet to Support Virtual Learning
IDOE has created a tip sheet for families to help support their student while engaged in virtual
learning.

Literacy Framework

Does your school utilize a curriculum map, scope and
sequence, or pacing guide? The Literacy Framework is a tool
you can use to curriculum map and plan throughout the
school year. Use the Literacy Framework to dive into each
standard through "I can" statements, question stems,
practical examples, and digital resources!

Have special requests for support? Feel free to reach out to
us at any time. That's what we are here for!

https://tinyurl.com/yyfsqsjj
https://tinyurl.com/y3c3pp4w
https://tinyurl.com/y2rs4vlv
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/august-28-supporting-virtual-learning-family-tip-sheet.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
https://s.smore.com/u/eb180dce8f41333ed6e9599a7031bd13.png


Educator Opportunities to Check Out!

Read to the Final Four

PATINS Project Virtual Education Conference

Poetry Out Loud Competition

Indiana Sports Corp is excited to partner with the NCAA on Read to the Final Four, a statewide
free reading program for third grade classes in Indiana! MYON, a virtual platform hosted by
Renaissance, will track reading levels and minutes read by students. The program will run
November 2020 through April 2021. If you are interested in learning more on how your school
can participate, please �ll out the linked form, and you will receive more detailed information
shortly.

Join the PATINS Project for the �rst ever virtual Access to Education 2020 conference on
November 18 and 19). The schedule is live with sessions to super power your teaching.
For the low price of $100, you gain access to:

Two days of sessions (20 in total)
In�uential keynote speaker - Lance McLemore
Pre-conference educator panel (November 17)
Assistive Technology Exploratorium
Universal Design for Learning Classroom Experience
Recorded summary videos of all sessions

Register by November 10!

High schools that wish to be part of the o�cial Poetry Out Loud program must click here to
sign up by December 11, 2020 to participate. The Indiana Arts Commission will work with
interested schools to include them in the o�cial Poetry Out Loud program. Schools that are
not in the o�cial program may conduct their own contests using the online resources.
Contact Stephanie Haines at shaines@iac.in.gov or visit poetryoutloud.org for more
information.

https://readtothefinalfour.renaissance.com/
https://indianasportscorp.formstack.com/forms/2021_read_to_the_final_four
https://www.patinsproject.org/services/conferences/state-conference
https://www.patinsproject.org/services/conferences/state-conference?schedule
https://www.patinsproject.org/services/conferences/state-conference?register
https://www.in.gov/arts/programs-and-services/partners/poetry-out-loud/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwODQyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pbi5nb3YvYXJ0cy8yNTYwLmh0bSJ9.yFfMNg4E43nmV25StOSoGIvnqlhw4KHC5RUOOaK_qRY/s/681744884/br/84862656016-l
mailto:shaines@iac.in.gov


Connect on Twitter!

It's been reported that over four million educators use Twitter for professional conversations.
As educators, there is so much we can learn from each other. We invite you to connect with
us and each other!

Literacy and Tech: Thought of the
Month!

Have you heard of Makey Makey? This STEM-aligned
invention brings music into the classroom and the uses are
endless. Simply hook the connections to an object, like a
banana, and watch students eyes light up as they learn about
circuits while moving and learning.

Although Makey Makey can be used in several ways, we
encourage you bring it into the ELA classroom through vowel
sounds, questions about comprehension, and themes.

http://www.makerspaceforeducation.com/makey-makey.html
https://s.smore.com/u/d719ea1b9e1e3e7969e61b00a0976f2c.jpg


1. Tweet about all things LITERACY using #INspirEDlit
2. Follow the hashtag and connect with other coaches and
educators
3. Follow @EducateIN for the latest updates from Indiana
Department of Education
4. Follow your IDOE Literacy Team: @RoseTomishima,
@KellyKWaller, & @JMRisch1

Want to share or join our monthly newsletters? Click
here.

Rose Tomishima
Elementary Literacy and ELA
Specialist
rtomishima@doe.in.gov
@RoseTomishima

Joseph Risch
Senior Specialist of Teaching
and Learning and Dyslexia
Specialist
jrisch1@doe.in.gov
@JMRisch1

Kelly Waller
Secondary Literacy and ELA
Specialist
kwaller@doe.in.gov
@KellyKWaller

https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/literacy-community-practice
mailto:rtomishima@doe.in.gov
mailto:jrisch1@doe.in.gov
mailto:kwaller@doe.in.gov
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https://s.smore.com/u/827d0aab4d19b70accd9f2e3fa9c84ae.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/79d4480f105252627e9d7f5d91b0e595.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/c22e990ba602c72e02e42ae78897f0f5.jpg



